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United Nat ions Convent ion rgainst  Corrupt ion

Preamblc

Tlrc Stucs Purtics to titis Convcntiotr,

Concerncrl abour the scriousncss of probtcms and threols poscd by corruption
to thc slabil ity und sccurity of societies, undermining thc institutions and values of
dcnrbcracy. cthical valucs :rnil justicc and jcopardizing sustainablc dcvelopmcnt and
thc ru lc  o l ' l l rv .

' (.'oni:arnc'd olso about tlrc links bctrvccn corruption nnd othcr fornrs of crime,
in particuhr organizcd crinrc and econoril ic crime, including ntoncy-launtlcring,

' 
Concerncd lurther rboul cascs of corruption that inv:.llvc vast quantitics of

nsscts. rvhich rnay constitutc r substanlial proportion of thc rcsourccs of Statcs, and
tlrul thrcatcn thc polit ical stabil ity and sustainablc dcvclopmcnt of thosc Statcs.

Convinccl that corruption is no longcr a local matlcr bul a lransnational

; 'hcnonrcnon tlrat affccts all socictics and cconontics, making international
coopcrnt ion lo  prcvcnt  and contro l  i t  csscnl ia l ,

Convinccl a/.ro tlrnt a comprehcnsivc and nrultidisciplinery :rpproach is

rcquircd lo prcvcnt and cornbat corruption cffcctivcly.

Convintcd fttrther tlrat rlrc availabil ity of tcclrnical assistancc can play an

inrportirnt ro!c in cnhan"ing thc abil ity of Statca, including by strcngthcning

ctpaciry lnd by insrirurion-building, to prcvcnt and combat corruption cffcctivclS

Conrinc'eil rhar rh.. i l l icir acquisit ion of pcrsonal rvcalth can be particularly

cllnrirging to dtnlocratic itrstitutions, national cconomies and thc rulc of larv,

Dctenninad to prcvctrt, r ictcct' and deter in ! mgrc. cffcctivc manncr

inicrnational transfcrs of i l l icirly acquircd asscts and to strcngthcn intcrnationnl

coopcralion irr assci rL'covcr\"

'..1c*arlr./c<{gia.q rhc lirnclanrcntal principlcs of rluc procc,ss of larv in criminal

procccdings anrl in civil or ntlministrativc procccdings to odjudicatc propcrty rights,

Ilturittg in tninl that ihc Prcvcntion and eradication of corruption is a

rr'sponsihil iry of all Srarcs tnd rhat thcy nrust coopcratc rvith onc anolhcr, rvith lhc

slpport lr i{ inlolvcrrrcnt of inrJividuals and groups outsidc thc public scclor. such as

ciyit s,rcicr1,. irutr-govcrnntcntat orlanizations and community-bascd organizations,

it ' thr, ' ir r. ' l ' forts. in l l t is arr"a :rre to bc cffcctivc,

,. l lcoring olso itt ariarl t l ir; principlcs of propcr nritnagclncnl .of public aftrirs.

:rntl public piop"tty, fairncss,.res'ponsibility and cqunlity bcforc'thc hrv antl thc nccd

ro srfcguar'd intcgrity an<l to fostcr r culturc of rcjcction of corruptiont .
'  

Connrenrling rhc rvork of thc Commission on Crimc Prcvcntion and Criminal

Justicc antl thc Unitcd Nations Oflicc on Drugs and Crimc in prcvcnting and

cort tb: r t  ing corr t tp l io t t ,
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l lcculling tttc rvork ctrricrl out by othcr intcrnational trrd rcgional
organizrliotts in this ficld, including thc sclivities of rhc African Union, rhc Council
of liuropc. thc Cusloms Coopcration Council (also knorvn as thc wortd Customs
Orglnization). tlrc lluropcan Union, thc Lcaguc of Arab Statcs, ttrc Organisation for
liconontic Coopcration and Dcvctopmcnt and thc Organization of Amcrican Statcs,
'' Toking nota v'ith oppracialiorr of multitatcrat irrstrunlcnls to prcvcnl and

conrbat corruprion, including. intcr atia, rhc tntcr-Amcrican conv"niion against
corruption' adoprcd by rhc organizarion ofAmcrican states on 29 March r996,r 11r"
Convc'nlion on thc Fight agrinst Cornrption involving Oflicinls of rhc European
Cortttnunili,-'s or Ofllcials of N{cnrbcr Statcs of thc Europcan Union, adoptcd by rhc
Co-'.rncil of rhc [iuropcan Union on 26 May lgg7,t thc Convcntion on Combaring
Bribery of Forcign Public Officirts in Intcrnational Busincss Tlansactions, adoprcJ
by thc Organisation for Economic Coopcration and Dcvclopmcnt on 2l Novcmbcr
1997.t thc criminrl Larv convcntion on conuplion, aaoptid by thc committce of
Ministers of tlrc Council of Europc on 2TJanuary 1999,.it. Cirit Larv Convenrion
on Corruption, adoptcd by thc Comnriitcc of Minisrcrs of the Council of Europc on'l Novcrnbt'r 1999.r and the African union convcntion on prcvcnting and
cornbarin-s corruprion. adopred by thc Hcads of slatc rnd Gorernmcnt of thc
r\frican Union on l? July 2003.

lVelconing tltc cntrv into forcc on 29 Scptcmbcr 2003 of thc Unitcd Narions
Convcntion against Transnational Organizcd Crimc,6

. Ilave ogreecl os/ollows:

C l rap ter  I
Gcneral  pror. is ions

Article I
Stotement of purpose

Thc purposes of this Convcntion arc:

(r) To promotc and srrcngthen mcasurcs to prcvcnt arld combat comrption
rnorc cffi cicrrrll, and cffccrivciy;

(b) To promotc, facilitatc and support intcrnrtionat coopcration and tcchnical
assistancc in thr' prr'\,cntion of and fight against comrption, including in assct
rcctrvr.ry;

(c) To pronrorc inlcgriry. occountability and propcr.mnnagcment of public.
nfl'airs lnd public propcrly.

I Sr'c E/1996/99-
. t O/Iciol Journul olthi Europcon Contnunitics.C 195.25 Junc 199?.

I Sce Cunuption unil lntcgrity lnprovcncnt lnitiotir,cs ln Dcvcloping Countrics (Unitcd Nrtionr
publication, Srlcs No. l ! .98.t11.8. |  8).

I  CounciIof [uropc, Europcon Treotv Scrics,No. l?],
. r  lb id . .  No.  l7 { .
^ Ccncrl l  Assr'nrbly rcsolut ion J5/15. anncx !.



Article 2
Use of terms

For thc purposcs of this Convcnt ion:

(a) "Public ot'fir. ' ial" shall nrean: (i) any person holding a lcgislativc,
r'.\ccutiv!'r ldnrinistrltivc or judicial oflicc of a Statc Party, rvlrcthcr nppointcd or
t'Jcctt'd. rrhs'tlrer pcrnrancnt or temporary. rvhethcr paid or unpaid, irrcspcctivc of
tlutl pcrson's scniuritl '; (ii) :rny other pcrson rvho pcrforms a public function,
including lbr r public agcncy or public cntcrprisc, or providcs a public scrvice, as
dclincd itr thq doru'.'stic las'of thc'Statc Party and as applicd in thc pcrtincnt orca of
hrv ol thrt Strtc Party; (ii i) i lny orhcr person dclincd as a "public official" in the
dontcstic larv of a Strtc Partv. llorvcvcr, for thc purposc of sornc spccilic mcasurcs
containr.'d in chaprr..r Il of rhis Convcnrion, "public official" may mean any pcrson
l;lro pcrfornrs a public funcrion or providcs a public scrvicc as dcfincd in thc
domcstic larv ol' thc Statc Prrty and as applicd in thc pcrtincnl arc! of larv of that
Statc Prrtv;

(h) "Forcigrr public officirl" shall mcan any pcrson holdin-c a lcgislativc,
c:(G'cutivc, arlrninistrativc or judicial oflicc of a forcign country, rvhcthcr oppointcd
or clcctcrl: lnd lny pcrson cscrcising a public function for a forcign countryr
inclurlin_e for c public agcncy or public cntcrprisc;

(c) ' "Ofticial of a public inlcrnational organization" shall rncan an
intcrnationcl civil sc;vant or any pcrson rvho is authorizcd by suclr an orgnnization
to xct on bchrl i  o l ' thrt  orgoniz.at ion;

(d) "Prop.'rly" shall nrcan asscts of cvcry l' ind, rvhctlrcr corporcal or
incorporr;al, nrovlblc or inrurovablc, tangiblc or intangiblc, and lcg:tl documcnts or
instrunrcnls c'r' idencing titlc to or intercst in such asscts;

(c) "Procccds of crirnc" shall mcan any propcrty dcrivcd from or obtained,
dircctlv or indirr,.ctly, througlr thc commission of an offcncc;

(D "Fr,-.czing" or "scizurc" shall mean temporarily prohibiting thc transfcr,
ccnversicn, disposilion cr rncvcnlent of p;opcrty or tcmpomrily.assuming custody
or control ofpropcrty on thc brsis ofan ordcr issucd by 0 court or othcr comPetcnt
lutlrority;

(g) "Confiscation". rvhich inctudcs forfciturc rvherc applicablc, sball mcan
thc pcrnrrncnl ttcprir:ation of propcrty by ordcr of a courl or othcr comPctcnt
:ruthoril)';

(h) "PrctJicatc offcncc" shall mcan any offcncc as a rcsutt of rvhich procecds
havc bccn gcnr.'rarcd that nray bccome thc subjcct of an offencc as defincd in
:rrt icL' l- i of this Ct)ttvcllt i t) l l ]

( i )  "Conrro l t r . rJ  dr . l ivcry"  shr l l  mcon thc tcchniquc of  a l lorv ing i l l ic i t  or

suspcct consignnruns to poss out.of. through or into thb tcri itory of onc or morc

Srates, rvirh thc knorvlcdgc and undir thi supcrvision of t l icir compcicnt outhorit ica,

rvirh a r.icu, to rhc invcstigation of an offcncc and thc idcnti{ication of pcrsons

involved in thc comntission of thc offcncc.



Arricle 3
Scope of opplicotiorr

|. This Convcnrion shall apply, in accordancc with its tcrms, ro thc
f,r!'vcntion, invcsticrtion anrl prosccution of corruption and to tirc frcczing, !cizurc,
cohfisc:rtion irnd rr'turn of thc procceds of offenccs establishcd in accordance with
this Convcnt ion.

. 2. For th!. puq)oscs of implenrcnting rhis Convcntion, it shall not bc
nccr'ssary, cxccpt as othcnvisc staled hcrein, for drc offcnccs sct forth in it to rcsult
in drrnlgc or lrlrrn lo slatc propcrly.

Article 4
' Pnttection of sovereignty

L Strtc.s Prrtics shall carry oui thcir obligations undcr ihis Convention in a
nllrnnL'r t'onsistcnl rvith thc principlcs of sovcrcign equality and tcrritorial intcgrity
ol'Stltcs :rnd tlrrt of non-inrervrnlion in thc dcmcstic aifairs of othcr Statcs.

3. Nothirrg in this Convcntion shall cntitle a Statc Porty to undcrtakc in thc
tcrritory of rnother State thc c.tcrcisc of jurisdiction and pcrformancc of functions
lhat arc' rc'scrvcd exclusivcly lbr thc authoritics of that othcr Statc by its domestic
hrv.

Chap te r  I I
Prevent ivc measures

Article 5
Preventive onti-corntplion policies ond practices

l. Euch Statc Party shall, in accordancc rvith tlrc fundarncntal principlcs of
its L'gal sysrem, dcvclcp an,J implcmcnt or maintain cffcctive, coordinaled anti-
corruption policics that promolc thc participation of socicry and rcflect thc
principles of the rule of lorv. propcr managcrnent of public affairs and public
propcrt!,. intcgrity. transparcncy and accountability.

L ll;rch Strtc Plrty shall cndcavour to cstablish and
practiccs ainrr.'d at thc prcvcntion of corruption.

pronrotc cffcctivc

. 3. E;rch Stltc Party shall cndeavour lo
inslruntcnts and .adnr i nistrrl ivr. mclsurcs rvith a
to ptcvr'nt :rntl l ight corruplion.

'  .1.  Str t ," 's Part ics s.hnl l ,  as pppropriatc. .  and' in nccordancc rvi th t l rc
furrdarur.'ntal principlcs of thcir l! 'gal systcm. collaboratc rvith cach othcr and rvith
rclcvrnt intcrrntio4al rnd rcgionat organizations in prornoting and dcvcloping thc
nrr'rsurcs rcfcrr.'rt to in this irticfc.'That coltaboration may inclu.dc participalion in
intcinrlional programntcs and projccts aimcd at thc prcvcntion of comtption.

pcriodically cvaluate rclcvant lcgal
vicrv to <tctcirnining thcir adcquacy



Article 6
Prcvcntive unti-corntption body or botlies

l' l lach Statc Plrty 5hall, in accordance rvith thc fundamental principtcs ofits L'gal sysrcrr. cnsur!' rhc csistcncc of a body or bodics, as approprialc, lhatpr(.r,cnt corruption b1r suclr mcltns as:.

(n) tnrplt'rncnling the;rclicics rcfcncd to in artictc 5 of ttris Convcntion and.rvhcrc approprirrc, ovcrs!'cing and coordinoring rhc impl"icnrarion of thoscpol ic ics;

' (b) Incr.'rsing antt tJisscninating knorvtcdge about thc prevcntion ofcorrupt ion. '

. 2. li:rch Srerc parry sha[ grant thc body or bodies rcfc'cd ro in paragraprr Iof tlris articlc rhc nccessary indcpcndcncc, in accordancc r*ith thc r-undamcntal
nlinciptcs of-irs tcgal sysrcnr, ro cnablc rhc body or bodics to carry out ils or thcirt'unctions cll-r'crivcly--rn! frcc from any unduc influcncc. Ttrc ncccssrry matcrialrcsourccs anrl sPccializcd staftl as rvcll !s $c training that such staffmay rcquirc tocxrry out rhcir tirncrions, shoutd bc provittcd.

3- liaclr Srarc' parry shatt inforn thc sccrctary-Gcncral of thc unitcdNrtions of thc namc and addrcss of thc authoriry or ruthoiitics tharmay assist othcrStatcs P:rrtir:s in dcvcroping and imptcmcnring spccific mcasurcs for the prcvcntion
of corruprion. .

Article 7
Public sector

l- lirch Srarc parry srrart, rvhcrc appropriare and in occordancc with thc
fundamcnrrl principrcs of irs tcgll systcm, "ndearou, to adopt, maintain and
slrcnglh('n syst!'ms for thc rccru[tmcnt, hiring, relention, promotion and rctircmcnt
of civil scrvrnis and, rdrcrc appropriatc, olhcr non-etcctcd iublic ollicials:

(a) l'har rrc bascd on principlcs of cflicicncy, rransparcncy and objcctive
critcria such as nrcrit, cquit.v and aptitudc;

(lt) ' l 'hat 
inclrrdc' arlcgualc' proccdurcs for thc sctcctioa and training of

individrrals for public positions considcrcd cspccially vulncrabtc to comrption and
thc rot:rrion. rvhcrc appropriarc, of such indiviJuals to otbcr posirions;

- (c) Thar promorc adcquatc rcnruncration ond cluitriblc pay scalcs. taking
inlo:rccounr tlrc lcv.'l of ccononric dcvclopmcnt of rhe Srarc parryi

(d) 1'lut Prornolc cdrrcalion and training programmc.s to cnobtc lhem to mcct
tlrc rcguirc'rncnrs for rhc corrcct, honourablc and piopcr pcrformance of pub.lic
frrrlclions and thirl pruvidc ttrcnr rvith spccializcd anO approprlatc training to cniancc
tltr-lir arv;trr'nr'SS ol' tlre .risks of !'orruption inhcrcnt 

-in 
rit" pcrform.dncc of thcir

" ftlnctions. Srtcb programnres nr:lv nrrkc rcfcrcnce to coilcs or.standards of co.nrtuct
in :rppliclhlc arr.ls.

2- Erch Statc Party shull alsb considcr artopting appropriarc lcgislativc and
atlntini'strativc ,ncasurcs, consistcnt ivith thc objcctivcs of this Convcntion and in
:tccorditncc s'il!t l ltc fund:rmcntll principlcs of its domcstic. larq to prcscribc crircria
conccrning cnndidlturc for :rnd clcction to pubtic ofTicc,



3' lirclr Statc Party shall also considcr taking appropriarc tcgislotivc and
adrttinistrativc Incasrrrcsr consistcnt s,ith thc objcctivcs of this Convcntion on4 in
accordancc rvith thc fundamcntal principtcs of its domcstic tarq to cnhince
trsnstlrcnc.v in thc funding of candidrturcs for ctcctcd public ollicc rnd, rvhcrc
applicablc, rhc fundirig of potirical parrics.

4. liach Statc Perty shall, in accordancc rvith thc fundamcnral principtcs of
it,s domcstic las'. cndcavour to adopt, maintain and strcngthcn systcms ihut pio;not"
transparcncy and prcvcnl conflicts of intcrcst.

..lrticle I
('oclt,- of conduct lor public olficiats

- l. In ortlcr to figlrr coruption, cach State Party shalt promorc, intcr alia.
irttc'grity, hortesiy and rcsponsibitity among its public officiils, in accordancc rvith
tlrc fundcmcntal principl.,'s ot'irs legal systcm

3. ln plrticular, cach Slatc Party shall cndeavour to appln rvithin'its orvn
institutional anJ legal systcms, codcs or standards of condutt- for thc correcr,
Ironounbh.. lnd ;rropcr pcrftrrnrance of public lunclions.

- 3' l:or rhc purposes of implcmcnting thc provisions of this arrictc, cach
Statc Partv shall. rvhcrc appropriatc aud in accordance rvith thc fun<tamcntal
principlcs rrf its lcgal systern, take notc of thc rclcvant initiativcs of regional,
intcrrcgionxl attd nrultil:rtc:rrl organizations, such as thc tnlcrnationat Codc of
conducr t.rr Public officiats conraincd in thc anncs to Genirat Asscmbly
rcsolut ion 5l /59 of l2 Dccr.-mbcr 1996.

{. liach Statc Party slrall also consider, in accordancc rvith tirc fundamcntal
principlcs uf ils donrestic larv, esrbblishing mcasurcs and systcms to facititatc thc
rcponing bv prrblic officials of acr of corruption to appropriatc authoritics, when
such ncl.s cotn(. lu thcir noticc in thc pcrformanbc of thcir functions.

5. liach.. Strtc Party shall cndcavour, rvhere appropriate and in accordrnce
u'itlr thc ftrndarrrcnlai principlcs of its domcstic larv, to cstabtish mcasurcs and
systcms rcquiring public officials to makc dcclarations to appropriatc authoritics
rcgarding, intcr ali!, thcir oursidc activitics, cmploymcnt, invcstrncnts, assclt and
substcntirl gifts or bcncfits from rvhich a conflict of intcrcst may rcsult rvith rcspccl
to thcir funcrions ns public oftlcirls.

6. liach Sratc Parry shall consider raking, in accordancc with thc
fundamcntal principlcs of its domcstic larq disciplinary or othcr meaturcs against
public offre ials rvho viohlc thc codcs or standards estabtishcd in accordancc with
this rr t ic lc.

l r t i c lc  9
. t'tthlic procurencnt ond uonogenrent of publicfinances

; l, l::rclr Sr:rrc Parry shatl..in accordancc rvith thc fundarircntal.princlplcs of
its lcgal s.r'stsni rrkc rlrc 'neccssary 

srcfs to cstablish appiopriatc systcms of
procurcr[cnt, b;rscd on triln.sparcncyr compctition and objcctivc critcria in
dccision-ur:rking. that arc cffcctivc, inlcr alia. in prcvcnring corruption. such
tiyslcttts. tt hiclt ntny lirkc inlo accounl appropriatc thrc.shold value.s. in thcir
appl icot ion. shnl l  aclclrcss. intcr al ia:


